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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK 


China’s Success at the Olympics 


The 23rd Olympic Games, unprecedented in scope and 
have seen Chinese athletes surprising the world with their 
Hous achievements. As well, they have impressed every- 
one by their cthical performance, respect for friendship and 
unity and graceful modesty (p. 4). China eventually finished 
in fourth place in the medal standings after the United States, 
Romania and Federal Germany (p. 16) 


siz 


Iron and Steel Industry Keeps Pushing Ahead 


The iron and steel industry has developed by leaps and 
bounds in the past 35 years. 
total annual capacity of more than 40 million tons, and the 
industry, formerly concentrated in the northeast, 
has now expanded into the hinterland (p. 7). 


Steel producers now have a 


which w. 


Korean Premier's Visit a Success 


Premier Kang Song San of DPRK. who paid a six-day of. 
ficial good-will visit to China, said his visit had tully 
to his expectations. Leaders of both countries reaffirmed that 
Sino-Korean friendship will develop from gencration to genera- 
tion (p. 6). 


lived up 


Poorest Countries, Largest Debts 


African countries have incurred a large amount of foreign 
debt. The debt crisis can be solved by cfforts on part of the 
debtor countries and by aid and favouruble trade terms from 
the developed countries (p. 10). 


Changes at Jiaotong University 


The 88-year-old Jiaotong University in 
undergone a large-scale reform in its educational system, which 
includes promoting talented jnitiators to important pos! 
gating power to the lower authorit 
lic pot.” 
society (p. 19) 


Shanghai has 


dele- 
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smashing the * 
and gearing its scientific research to the needs of 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 


Olympic Torch to Burn For Ever 


by XIN XIANGRONG 
(Cultural Editor) 


As summer burns the 
Olympic Games, a grand occasion 
for the people of the world, have 
come to a triumphant end. The 
23rd Olympiad, unprecedented in 
scope and size, has proceeded in 
an atmosphere of peace, fricnd- 
ship, unity and competition. 


on, 


Inspired by the motto of “Ci 
tius, Altius, Fortius (Faster, High- 
er, Stronger).” athletes from the 
world over have set 11 world ree- 


ords and broken 54 Olympic 
records. Even in those events 
where records weren't broken, 


there were great improvements in 
skills; with new techniques and 
tactics seen. The athletes fostered 
friendship and exchanged their 
experiences while competing with 
each other. 


China’s athletes, who took part 
for the first time in three decades. 
have surprised the world with 
their marvellous achievements, 
On the opening day, Xu Haifeng. 
the “magic marksman,” captured 
the first gold medal of the Games 
by winning the men’s free pistol 
shooting. His unerring skill 
marked the end of an era during 
which Chinese athletes were re- 
garded as losers and underdogs. 
They eventually finished in fourth 
spot in the medal standings after 
the United States, Romania and 
Federal Germany. 


Achievements aside, the Chinese 
athletes helped to brighten the 
image of the Chinese people in the 
world by their ethical — per- 
formance, respect for friendship 
and unity and graceful modesty. 


4 


Gone for ever are the days when 
the Chinese were stigmatized as 
the “sick men of Asia” or “bound 
feet plus pigtails.” The “Oricntal 
dragon” is taking off, as some 
foreign friends have said. Not 
only can the Chinese make their 
country a sports power in Asia 
and the world; they can also fulfil 
the ambitious plan for moderniz- 
ing their country by the end of this 


century 


The modern Games have 
played a positive role in 
promoting the 
internationalization and 
standardization of world 
sports and the 
development of sports in 
various countries, world 
peace and friendship 
between peoples. 


The Chinese athletes’ per- 
formance at Los Angeles mirrors 
their achievements in 
the past 35. years. Their per- 
formance also shows that China 
has reached a new milestone on 
the to becoming a world 


power. 


country’s 


way 


The Los Angeles Games also 
showed China’s weakness in a 
number of events. In swim. 
ming and track and ficld, which 
make up one-third of the events, 
China, with a few exceptions. was 
left far behind. I achieved noth- 
ing in cycling even though it is 
said to be a country of bicycles 
The soccer team failed to qualify 
for the Games. Often it was not 


skill and physique but psycholo: 
gical factors that led to a poor 
showing. 

More Chinese athletes, despite 
casting away the “underdog” title. 
push on ahead like the 
women’s volleyball team has 

The Olympic torch, lit in 779 
B.C.. was put out when Roman 
Emperor (346-395) 
ordered the cancellation of the 


must 


Vheodosius 1 


ancient games. — Europeans 
gained knowledge of the Olympics 
during the Renaissance and in 


1897 Pierre de Coubertin relit the 
flame, creating the Olympic 
Games as they are today 


The modern Games have since 
played a positive role in promot- 
ing the internationalization and 
standardization of world sports 
and the development of sports in 
various countries, world peace and 
friendship between peoples 

The Olympic Games are not 
only a grand festival but an im- 
portant part of world culture. The 
Chinese people want to contribute 
their share to the development of 
the Olympics. together with the 
people of other countries. 

May the Olympic 
for ever! 


torch burn 
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LETTERS 


Developing Nuclear 
Energy 


In article “Developing 
China’s Nuclear Power Industry.” 
the author answered the question: 
with all its rich natural energy re- 
sources, why does China want to 
develop nuclear power? After 
reading the article, | appreciate his 
clear and convincing argument and 
agree with China's principles of 
safety, economy, practicality and 
self-reliance in developing 
nuclear power industry. 


its 


Of course, a large sum of funds 
is needed to build nuclear power 
stations. And to speed up the 
development of its nuclear power 
industry, China will need to im- 
port foreign funds and advanced 
technology and equipment from 
other countries. There is no doubt 
that the development of nuclear 
power will lead to an earlier rea- 
lization of China's modernization 
goal. 


Some industrially advanced 
countries including Japan are 
racking their brains over such 
problems as the safe operation of 
nuclear power stations and the 
disposal of nuclear was Just 
as your article mentioned, in 


China there are many areas where 
the geographic conditions are 
stable and the density of popula- 
tion is low. and which are suitable 
for disposing of these wastes. But 
this new solution is still at the 
theoretical stage and has not yet 
becn translated into reality. In 
spite of this. | am convinced that 
your long-lasting and persistent 
efforts will enable you to find a 
way to dispose of nuclear wastes. 


Tsuyoshi Seki 
Chiba. Japan 


China-Africa 


As a reader of Beijing Review. 
1 love the beautiful pictures in 
the article “Notes From a Trip 
Through Africa” in issue No. 28, 
1984. These charming photos 
should have been printed in your 
earlier issues. It is my hope that 
your magazine carries more pic- 
tures, otherwise it will become 
colourless and dull. 


Also, these pictures made a deep 
impression on me. helping me to 
understand better the — whole 
African continent. 


Aime Samson 
N'KAYI. Congo 


Beijing Review issue No. 28 
Quly 9, 1984) is excellent. The 
reports on China and Africa are 
important and | suggest you send 
copies to all the black newspapers 
in the US. 


Richard Pendleton 
Cambridge MA. USA 


Objective Analysis 


| appreciate most your classical 
lyses of African affairs in your 
July 16 issue, 1984. 


It was one of the best objective 
analyses from a pan-African pers- 
pective. You dwelt on the pros 
and cons of African development. 
While the Western news media is 
always pessimistic about develop: 
ment in the third world countrics, 
you are of the view that in spite 
of this fact. there is room for im- 
provement. Such a balanced view- 
point and clcar analysis from the 
Chinese press is commendable 
and should be continued. Please 
keep up this good work. 

Stephen Isabirye 
Pittsburgh. PA. USA 


Concern for Children 


Your article “Special Concern 
for Children” in “Notes From the 
ditors” of issue No. 23 touched 
upon a very important issue. All 
countries in the world have 
devoted much attention to the 
education of children. 

| appreciate your educational 
policy, which cnables students to 
develop morally, intellectually and 
physically. Your methods to let the 
children keep abreast with the 
trend in science and technoloy in 
the world will enable them to be- 
come useful people for China's 
construction in the future. 


It is quite right for your country 


to attach great importance to 
moral education. Based on this, 
1 hope that a rich variety of activi- 


ties of scientific learning will be 
carried out to let the children 
fully display their initiative and 
their individual abilities. 


Morimasa Watanabe 
Aichi. Japan 


Open Policy 


I particularly enjoy your cover- 
age of China's progress and prob- 
lems. Your candid reports of the 
problems facing China help to per- 
petuate your open policy. 


It is also very helpful to read 
your analysis of our country's po- 
litical, military and social issues, 
because your observations have 
given us food for thought. 


Ever being ready for scrutiny 
and criticism is essential to any 
open socicty. 


Patricia A. Zarriello 
California, USA 
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EVENTS AND TRENDS 


Korean Premier’s Visit a Success 


Premier Kang Song San of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK) paid a_ six-day, 
official goodwill visit to China. He 
and Chinese top leaders have reaf- 
firmed that Sino-Korean friendship 
will develop from generation to 


gencration 


The Korean Premier arrived in 
Beijing on August 5. During his 
meeting with President Li Xian- 
nian, Kang, 53, said that when he 
took up his present post in January 
this year, Korean President Kim 11 
Sung told him to first pay an of- 
ficial visit to China and meet its 
leaders to promote the growth of 
friendly relations between the two 
countries, which established diplo- 
relations in October 1949. 


mati: 


Kang also met separately with 
Premier Zhao Ziyang and General 


Secretary Hu Yaobang to discuss 
international issues of common 
interest 


At a banquet in honour of Kang, 
Zhao said the Chinese Government 
considers the recent Korean pro- 
posal on reunifying the divided 
peninsula “re and practical” 
in light of the present circum- 
stances. 


In January the Korean Workers’ 
Party and the Korean Government 
proposed reunification in the form 
of a confederation and called for 
tripartite talks between the DPRK, 
south Korea and the United States 


The DPRK Government has con- 
sistently stood for the peaceful 
reunification of the peninsula and 
has since 1971 frequently made 
proposals to south Korean authori- 


Premier Zhao greets DPRK Premier Kang Song San. 


ties in this regard. Korea was 
divided shortly after shrugging off 
colonial domination by Japan in 
August 1945. 


Hu Yaobang, meeting with 
Kang, said, “You in Korea stand 
for a peaceful and independent 
reunification of your country. We 
in China put forward the ‘one 
country, two systems’ formula for 
reunifying our country. Our two 
countries share the same views on 
the question of national unifica- 
tion.” 


The Korean and Chinese leaders 
exchanged experience in develop- 
ing socialist construction in their 
own countries. Kang paid special 
attention to the development of 
China's light’ industry, which 
Korea is also considering for the 
the improvement of its people's 
livelihood. 


The two sides also exchanged 
views on economic and technical 
co-operation with which both felt 
satisfied. The two countries have 
so far signed agreements on 
several co-operative projects and 
new ones are being discussed. 


Wu Continues His 
L. American Tour 


Foreign Minister. Wu 
continued his tour of Latin Ameri- 
can countries after his three-day 
visit to Mexico. 


Xuegian 


Venezuela. Wu's next port of 
call was Venezuela (August 4-7), 
where he had two rounds of work- 
ing talks with his Venezuelan coun- 
terpart Isidro Morales Paul and 
met with President Jaime Lusinchi 
and other Venezuelan leaders. 


Beijing Review. No. 34 


China Concerned 
Over Ship Blasts 


China has expressed its concern 
over the explosions in the Red Sea 
that have destroyed or damaged 14 
vessels, including two Chinese. 

According to Shen Daogi. 
spokesman of the Ministry of Com 
munications. the Chinese freighter, 
Huiyang. of the Guangzhou 
Ocean Shipping Company. was 
disabled by the shock from an 
underwater explosion in the Gulf 
wf Aden on July 31 


The other vessel, a container 
ship of the Shanghai Ocean Ship- 
ping Company, was damaged by 
a blast on August 3. 

“The Red Sea is an important 
internation! line of communica: 
fions.” the spokesman said, °Chi 
na is very concerned about these 
incidents. 


which 
place on the eve of the 10th an- 


During his visit. took 
niversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between China 
and Venezuela, Wu expressed his 
appreciation of the proposals and 
views of the Contadora group. say- 
ing that they constituie the most 
effective solution to Central Ameri- 
<an_ problems. 


Venezucla is a member of the 
Contadora group, which also. in- 
Panama, Mexico and Co- 
lombia, The group's proposal in- 
cludes an adherence to the princi 
ples of non-interference and. self 
determination and a peaceful solu- 
sting problems 
through negotiations. 


eludes 


tion to thee 


suid that the key issue is 
bot iy permit any foreign interven- 
tron, especially intervention from 
the two superpowers. “Only with 
the precondition of no intervention 
by the superpowers can the Central 
American nations and other Latin 
\nicrican countries concerned 
work together to resolve the Cen- 
Ame problems through 
peaceful negotiations in accordance 
with the principles put forward by 
the Contadora group.” he added. 


tral ican 
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Argentina. On August 8. Wu 
proceeded to Argentina, China‘s 
largest. trade partner in Latin 
America. During his three-day 
visit. he held talks with Argentine 
Foreign Minister Dante Caputo 
and met with President Raul Al- 
fonsin. 

Both the Chinese and Argentine 
Foreign Minisiers emphasized the 
necd to promote South-South co- 


operation in an effort 10 establish 
a new international economic 
order. 


China and Argentina both be- 
long to the third world. They es 
tablished diplomatic relations in 
1972. Wu told Caputo that China 
appreciates his country’s indepen 
dent and non-aligned foreign pol- 
icy, and has always supported its 
claim for sovereignty over the Mal- 
vinas Islands and hoped that the 
issue would be solved through 
peaceful negotiations. 


Developing friendly co-operation 
with the third world count 
the key to China’s foreign policy 
Wu said, adding that this is. be- 
cause the emergence of the third 
world is of historic significance in 
our time 


China attaches great importance 
to relations with Latin American 
countries. Wu said. It has diplo- 
matic relations with 19 countries 


there and trade relations with an- 
other 40 or so countries or re- 
gions. 


Hijackers Released, 
China Protests 


A Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman issued a statement on 
August. 14. sternly protesting 
against the release of Zhuo Chang- 
ren and five other criminals who 
hijacked a CAAC airliner in M 
last year 


The full text of the statement 
reads 
On August 13) the south 


Korean authoritics announced the 


“suspension of the sentences” and 
3 of Zhuo Changren 
other criminals | who 
hijacked CAAC airliner No. 296 
last year. On the same day, they 
were sent to Taiwan. 

As is known to all. the hijack- 
ing of aircraft is a serious criminal 
act jeopardizing the safety of in- 
ternational civil, aviation and 
should be punished severely under 
the provisions of the relevant: in- 
ternational conventions. However, 
the south Korean authori 
stead of doing so. have yielded 
further to pressure from the Tai- 
wan authorities and released the 
six criminals before 
ces expired, thus enabling them 
to escape the haw. Resentlul and 
indignant at the south Ko 
authorities’ connivance at jeopar- 
dizing the safety of international 
civil aviation in’ violation of the 
the relevant intern: 
tional conventions, the Chines 
Government und people voice 
their stern protest against it 


s, ine 


their senten- 


provisions of 


Iron, Steel Output 
Keeps on Growing 


Increase in iron and. steel pro- 
duction in’ the first half of this 
year have kept up the remarkable 
growth in’ this primary industry 
since the founding of New China 
in 1949, 


Output of pig iron rose 8.1 per 
13.8 million tons from a 
year earlier, steel 8.5 per com to 
21.3 million tons and rolled steel 
9.0 per cent te 16.7 million tons 

In 1983, China, the 
fourth largest sicel producer, turn- 
ed out more than 40 million tons 
— over five the — total 
produced in China during the 30 
years up to 1949. In 1949, China 
ranked 26th in world steel produe- 
tion 


cent to 


world’s 


Times. 


Immediately alter nationwide 
liberation. capital construction in 
the iron and steel industry began 
on a large scale. Since 1953, many 


plants have been built or expand- 
ed, including the Anshan Iron and 
Steel Company, the Wuhan Iron 
and Stecl Company, the Baotou 
ron und Steel Company, the Pan- 
zhihua Iron and Steel Company 
and the Taiyuan Iron and Steel 
Company. 

A top-priority project — the Bao- 
shan Iron and Steel Complex out- 
side Shanghai, on which construc- 
tion began in the late 1970s — will 
have an annual capacity of 3 mil- 
lion tons of steel after completion 
of the first-stage construction. The 
project is going on smoothly, The 
No, 1 blast furnace is scheduled 
to go into production in September 
1985. 


Growing from 30 small enter- 
prises in 1949, China's steel pro- 
ducers now have a total annual ca- 
pacity of more than 40 million 
tons, one-fourth of which was 
achieved through renovating the 
old enterprises. The 1,200. state- 
owned and collective iron and stecl 
plants and iron mines are capable 
of turning out more than 1,000 
varieties of steel, including carbon 


steel, alloy steel, high-temperature 
alloy and precision alloy, and 
of processing over 20,000 specifi- 
cations of rolled stecl. In the early 
days of liberation there were only 
100 varieties of stecl and 400 speci- 
i 


fications of rolled st 

The iron and steel industry. 
which was formerly concentrated 
in the coastal areas and the 
northeast, has gradually expanded 
into the hinterland. In 1983, the 
northeast’s share of steel output 
dropped to 23.5 per cent and the 
coastal areas’ share dropped to 
57.3. per cent. Meanwhile, hinter- 
land output rose 9.7 times that of 
1952. the year before the First 
Five-Year Plan began 


Tibet’s ‘New Deal’ 
For Rejuvenation 


In a drive io speed up its 
economic development, Tibet has 


& 


adopted a new policy which will 
eventually shift the autonomous 
region’s emphasis of work from 
agriculture to animal husbandry. 
In the meantime, agriculture and 
forestry will also be boosted to 
pave the way for a diversified 
economy and expanded commodity 
production 


The new policy is based on the 
conclusion — reached after an ex- 
tensive survey among the peasants 
and herdsmen — that Tibet's pos- 
sible economic takeoff hinges on 
livestock breeding. which accounts 
for one half of the region’s total 
industrial and agricultural output 
value and thereby constitutes the 
mainstay of the local economy. It 
is also believed that the integra- 
tion of animal husbandry with 
farming. with the former playing 
the leading role, is in keeping with 
the tradition of the Tibetan eco- 


nomy 
For well over two decades, 
however, animal husbandry in 


Tibet had to yield its traditional 
dominant position to farming, as 
the guideline then was to “take 
grain as the key link.” In northern 
Tibet, only four technizians work- 
ed on the 27 million hectares of 
pastureland, and the ann 
ment in livestock breeding averaged 
a low 0.1 yuan for cach animal 
raised. The result w 
decline in animal husbandry 


al invest 


As the first step in the impie- 
mentation of the new policy for 
the development of Tibet, the gov- 
ernment will its invest- 
ment in animal husbandry, and a 
network of organizations will be 
set up offering expert instructions 
on scient breeding and the 
treatment and prevention of ani- 
mal diseases. Over one million 
hectares of low-production farm- 
land will be converted into pas- 
tureland while meticulous farming 
methods will be used to raise the 
per-unit grain yield of fertile farm 
plots, so that more balance can be 
achieved between a 
animal husbandry 


incre: 


ic 


jculuure and 


Other measures will be taken 
to stimulate Tibet’s economy. For 
instance, hydroelectric power gene- 
ration will be developed alongside 
geothermal, wind and solar energy 
resources. Non-government trans- 
portation services will be de- 
veloped, and Tibet will set up its 
own air company. Tax exemption 
and loans will be granted to en- 
courage the development of local 
handicraft industry and collective 
and individual commerce. Econom- 
i¢ co-operation with other prov- 
inces and countries as well as 
tourism will be developed. In the 
educational field, 10,000 intel 
tuals of Tibetan nationality will be 
trained in the 1980s. 


The “new deal” has fired the 
herdsmen with enthusiasm for pro- 
duction. In northern Tibet, popu- 
lar ardour is soaring for the pur 
chase of various means of transpor- 
tation, the establishment of fenced: 
in pastures and the utilization of 
wind for power generation. For 
example. in) Nagqu Prefecture. 
1,000 of the 4,500 peasunts’ and 
herdsmen’s households have plan- 
ned to buy trucks and cars, and 
placed ordes for one million 
metres of fences which will be used 
to separate 40,000 hectares of 
grassland, In some villages, every 
family has installed its own wind- 
driven power generator 


Exam to Evaluate 
Leadership Skills 


10,000 and 
tors have written a nationwide 
mination to determine their 
ability to analys: and solve prob- 
lems. It is hoped that managerial 
talent will be discovered through 
the test. 


Nearly managers 


The examination. planned at the 
end of last year and held in early 
August in 64 Ia 
sized citi 


© and medium 
. focused on professional 
knowledge of enterprise manag 
ment and the Party’s principles and 
policies on socialist economic con- 
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struction since the Third Plenary 
Session of the 1th Party Central 
Committee in 1978 

The examinees, who have had 
three and a half months special 
training, came from the industrial, 
commercial, trade, construction, 
post and and 
transportation sectors. More than 
30 per cent of them are young 
cadres. Of the 300 from Beijing, 
60 per cent are younger than 45; 
48.7 per cent are college grad 
uates 

The examination — direc 
torate for economic administrators 
has invited more than 100 profes: 
sors and scholars to evaluate the 
results, 


communications 


state 


Nanjiang Railway 
Opened to Traffic 


A section of railway linking Tur 
pan and Korla in northwest China's 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Re- 
gion passed the inspection of a 
state department concerned and 
was opened to traffic on August 7 

The Railway, 476 
kilometres long, runs through the 
Turpan Basin, China's lowest 
basin, 154 metres below sea level, 


Nanjiang 


aud Toksun, one of the three big 
gest wind gaps in the world. The 
construction of the railway met 


with many difficulties such as 

frozen ground and drift sand. 
Providing another important link 

in northwest China's traffic and 


transportation network, the = rail- 


way will serve to quicken econom- 
ic and cultural development and 
strengthen frontier defence 


Li Zanhue (right) using skills he learnt in the army to breed fish 
in Guangdong Province. 


Soldiers Urged to Learn Skills 


Members of the People’s Libera 
tion Army are being encouraged to 
learn one or two skills in addition 
to military training during. their 


years of service 


This 


reaching 


transformation of — far: 
significance is being 
carried out under a 


by 
»ping, Chairman ol 
Military Commis 
sion ofthe Party 


directive Deng 


x 


the 


Turpan Station 


Central Committce 


In 1983, the armed 
lorces 
121,000 


training classes for 1.7 


conducted 
vocational 


million — soldiers to. 
study economic man: 
agement. — agriculture. 


forestry, animal breed. 


w transportation 
food processing and 
mechanics. 
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In the past, all soldiers except 
for those engaged in skilled tasks 
took part only in political studies 
and military training. Special skills 


had to be learnt after they 


were 
demobilized. This created ext 

difficulties for the soldiers them 
selves and the units employed 
them 


In the last few years. about une 
million with addi 
tional skills have been demobilized 


soldiers some 


and have taken part in economic 
construction, Local units 
welcomed them and praised them 
for their useful talents 


have 


In Yichun County, Jiangsi Prov- 
2400 demobilized 
have become the productive back 
bone of the skills 
Some, 


ince. soldiers 
the area with 
the 
ordinary peasants betore 
jwining the army, have used their 
skills to just a 
years 


learnt in army who 


were 


prosper in lew 


a) 


NTERNATIONAL 


Africa 


Poorest Countries, Largest Debts 


by OU YUCHENG 


XTERNAL debt accumulated 

by the African countrics 
reached USS150,000 million by the 
end of 1983. countries south of the 
Sahara accounting for US$72,000 
million. 


Annual interest payments ate up 
22 per cent of the total export 
carnings of the African countries 

These alarming figures were 
given by the United Nations Eco- 
nomic Commission for Africa re- 
cently 


Statistics from other sources 
show that by the end of 1982. for- 
cign debts incurred by the African 
countries averaged 35 per cent of 
their gross national product, as 
against 32 per cent for the Latin 
American countries and 23. per 
cent for Asian countries 


In 1982, loans due for repay- 
ment by the African countries plus 
interest totalled USS17.000 million, 
© per cent of their GNP. as com- 
pared with 4 per cent in the case 
of the Latin Ameri 
and 2 per cent for A: 


countrics 
in nations: 


Among the 30 independent Afri- 


can countries, 22 had external 
debls surpassing their GNP by 30 
per cent. 


The growth rate of foreign debt 
incurred by African countries “is 
very worrying. At present, the total 
amount of foreign debt due, in- 
cluding capital and interest. far ex- 
ceeds the payment capacity of the 
African, countries 


The existence of an unfair and 


Ww 


unreasonable international econom- 
ic order, the shifting of the eco- 
nomic crisis on to African coun- 
trices by developed countries, and 
especially the US adoption of a 
high interest rate policy. are the 
main reasons why African coun- 
tries are up to their cars in debt. 


Long-standing colonial rule and 
the old international economic or- 
der have resulted in lopsided, weak 
and single-product economies 
for nearly all African countries. 
The single-product cconomy has 
kept industry in those countries in 
an utterly backward state. The in- 
dustrial output value of these coun- 
tries accounts for only 2.5 per cent 
of that of the capitalist’ world. 
while that of their manufacturing 
industry makes up a mere 0.8 per 
cent. African-made finished prod- 
ucts in 1980 made up less than 3 
per cent of total third world prod- 
ucts, Since industry in Africa is 
not developed, the majority of local 
raw materials from agriculture and 
mining have to be exported to de 


veloped Western countrics at 
cheap prices and in return, the 


African countries are forced to im- 


port manufactured goods at high 
prices. And such imports rose from 
30 per cent in the 60s to 70 per 
nt in the 70s. The single-product 
economy has hindered agriculural 
development on the African con- 
tinent with grain shortage becom- 
ing increasingly acute. Many Afri- 
can countries have no choice but 
to import large amounts of grain. 


e 


Since the mid-70s. the developed 
countrics have shifted their eco- 
nomic crisis on to others. and trade 


conditions have steadily deteriorat- 
ed. As a result, exports from Afri- 
can countries have been subjected 
to increasing limitations. Their pro- 
portion in world trade during the 
last decade amounted to only 4 
per cent. lower than the 5 per cent 
of the 30s. The total export volume 
of African countries dropped from 
US$96.300 million in 1980 to 
USS76.000 million in 1981; and 
that of 1982 cume down a further 
15.4 per cent as against that of 
1981. At the same time, while the 
prices of primary agricultural and 
mining products were in steady 
decline, prices of finished indus- 
trial products rose rapidly. 


The debt problem, which has 
sharpened contradictions between 
the North und the South, has be- 
come not merely a simple economic 
issue, but a major concern in. in- 
ternational political life. J: has 
greatly damaged the economic 
growth of debtor nations, and also 
had a harmful effect on the stab- 
ility of the Western financial sys 
tem. the upturn of the economy, us 
well as world peace and stability 


debts. the African 
countries are working out a new 
system of policies, such 
tives for exports, restrictions on 
imports, reduced expenditure, re- 
duction of capital construction, in- 
tariffs, adjustment of 
state-owned enterprises and atten- 
tion to the appropriate use of do- 
mestic private cupital. 


To redui 


incen- 


erea 


© in 


the debt crisis cannot be solv- 
ed by the efforts of the Al 
countries alone. Only when the de- 
veloped countries fulfil the gov- 
development and aid 
targets set by the UN, inerease 
economic and financial aid to 
third world countries and provide 
them with favourable trade term: 


ernmental 


will some relief in the critical 
situation be found 
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Developing Countries 


Improvement in Population Situation 


by WEI JINSHENG 


HE developing countries have 

achieved remarkable progress 
in pursuing population _ poli 
amenable to their social und cco- 
nomic development in the 10 years 
culminating in the recent UN pop- 
ulation conference. which 


wats 
held in Mexico City. 

From August 6-14 representa: 
tives from more than 150 coun- 


tries met to review the implemen- 


tation of the World Population 
Plan of Action adopted at the Bu- 
charest’ conference in 1974, to 


study remaining problems and 
work out acceptable formulas to 
solve them. 


In the past few sears, a great 
number of developing nations have 
adopted policies and measures tw 
lower the population growth rate, 
improve the quality of population 
and reasonably redistribute popu- 
lation. These measures have 
brought about positive changes in 
the world population situation and 
markedly contributed tothe 
smooth implementation of the plan. 


Firstly. the growth of the world 
population has steadily declined. 
In the developing countries with 
three fourths of the world popula- 
tion, nationwide movements to 
curb the population growth have 
been well under way. pushing 
down the birth rate from 3.8 per 
cent in 1974 to 3.3 per cent in 1983 
and the growth rate of population 
from 2.3 per cent to 2.1 per cent. 
At the same time. the growth rate 
of the world population fell from 
2 per cent to 1.8 per cent. very 
close to the goal of 1.7 per cent for 
1985 defined in the pl 


Correspondingly, during the pe- 
riod of 1975-82, the gross national 
product growth rate rose steadily. 
respectively 6 per cent in the first 
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three years and 7.6 per cent in the 
last four years. 


Secondly, the quality of popula 
tion in the third world countries 
has improved to some extent. The 
death rate has edged down from 
1.5 per cent in 1974 to 1.2 per cent 
in 1983, and the average life ex- 
pectaney has risen to 38.9 years 
up to now, fairly close to the 62 
years in 1985 as down in the 
plan. Moreover. the educational 
level of the population has also 
nsen somewhat. The _ illiteracy 
rate dropped from 43.6 per cent 
at the beginning of the 1970s to 
38.4 per cent at the start of the 
1980s in Asia, from 70.6 per cent 
to 60.6 per cent in Africa. and 
from 28.1 per cent to 20.5 per cent 
in Latin America 


Thirdly. some developing coun- 
have achieved successes in al- 
tering the distribution and flow of 
population, so as to effectively 
check over-urbanization. For in- 
stance, the Indonesian Govern 
ment has adopted a varicty of 
measures to encourage and help 
2.5 million inhabitants to move 
from densely populated areas to 
sparsely inhabited ones. This 
figure is over 12 times as large 
as that of the 40 years before in- 
dependence 


However, there are many prob- 
lems yet to be solved. 


as the basic population 
immense and the average 
age young. the annual population 
growth in developing countries is 
still enormous. although the pace 


United States 


ened. This is a sevious 
the way of these coun- 
tries’ social and economic develop- 
ment. Because of this problem. 
their per-capita GNP growth rate 
is lower than that ol developed ni 
tions. although — their 
have been developing more rapidly 
than the latter's. And the gap bet- 
n them and the developed is 
seemingly widening 


economics 


Therefore, only if these coun 
tries work hard and long to further 
slow down the population growth 
while paying attention to 
Promoting economic development, 
ean they narrow the gap with de 
veloped countries, so us to improve 
the livelihood of their people. 


rate 


Second, the quality of popula- 
tion in these countries needs to he 
improved further. Although their 
death rate has declined more switt 
Iv than that of the developed coun 
tries, it is still quite high, especial 
ly for babies. In 1983, the inti 
death rate in developing coun 
was 9.3 per ce compared with 
1.9 per cent in the developed na- 
Hons. 


In addition, the developing coun 
tries are lagging far behind the de- 
veloped nations in the educational 
and cultural levels of the popula- 
tion as a whole, In 1980, Asia. 
Africa and Latin America account- 
ed for over 98 per cent of the 
more than 890 million illiterate 
people throughout the world, This 
problem must be resolved for these 
countries to develop socially and 
economically. 


Finally. most developing nations 
still have a long way to go in of 
fectively controlling over-urbaniza 
tion and improving the distribu. 
tion of population 


Economic Situation Before Election 


by ZHANG ZHENYA 


HHROUGHOUT the recent re- 
covery period, now in its 18th 


months. the US cconomy has 


grown at an average rate of 7 per 


cent. which is the most rapid 
economic growth rate since the 
uw 


1950s. Within the span of a year 
and half. more than 7 million peo- 
ple have been employed. Un 
employment is the lowest for four 
years. Profit and investment have 
increased. Boosts in personal in- 
come have outstripped price in- 
creases. All of these facts indicate 
that the United States will remain 
prosperous for some time 


A while ago, Wall Street finan- 
cial experts and some authorities 
on international economics 
afraid that the giant deficit and 
rapid economic growth would 
touch off a price hike. But the in- 
flation rate was lower in the 
April-fune period than in the first 
quarter of this year. Unemploy- 
ment also fell during this time. 


were 


Besides the high interest rates 
that curbed inflation, there are 
ulso other reasons for the current 
price stability 


1 The bargaining power of la- 
bour was weakened after the 1981 
is, the most severe cconom- 
is since the 1930s. Wage in- 
was restrained, and thus 
both costs and prices were kept 
at a low ievel 


crease 


2. The cosi of production has re 
mained low becatise much of the 
equipment which stood idle during 
the erisis could be put back into 
use without more equipment being 
added. 


3. Third world countries. being 
short of capital and burdened with 
foreign debt, had to increase their 
exports of raw materials to carn 
more forcign) currency. But the 
West European countries. the big: 
gest purchasers, were still in eco- 
nomic trouble. and could not afford 
i buy as much as they used to 
Therefore. a worldwide surplus 
vccurred in raw materials, and the 
price of raw materials plummeted. 
Meanwhile. the exchange rate of 
the US dollar had risen to a new 
high. The price of vaw materials 
and other goods became cheaper 
und cheaper for the United States. 


LPs 


The rapid economic growth of 
the United States is also associated 
with the Reagan administration's 
economic policy. An act of 1981 
cut personal and corporate taxes 
by about US$350.000 million in 
1983-85. This tax cut increased the 
purchasing power and provided a 
forceful stimulus to cconomic re- 
covery. This is why high interest 
rates have not hindered economic 
growth to any large degree. 


The tax cut, however. also dis- 
turbed the US finance and foreign 
trade balance by pushing up the 
government deficit. Deficit. togeth- 
er with economic growth, creates 
a great need for moncy. In addi- 
tion, the US financial authorities 
were afraid of inflation and tight- 
ened the moncy supply. Money 
was scarce on the financial market. 
Interest rates rose 


High interest rates pushed up 
the exchange rate of the US dollar. 
This in turn raised the price of 
US exports. which became less 
competitive on the international 
market. The foreign trade deficit 
of the United States will climb to 
US$130,000 million this year. In 
principle, this huge deficit should 
have caused the US dollar to flood 
the international market and be- 
come devalued. But high US in- 
terest rates attracted dollars back 
to the United States. with the result 
that the US dollar retained its 
value against other currencies. This 
high exchange rate of the US dol- 
lar made it difficult for the United 
States to reduce its foreign trade 
deficit. The United Sti 
more and more dependent on for 


cign mobile capital to make up 
for the moncy shortage. This situa- 
tion is dangerous. If some day its 
economic growth slowed down or 
the dollar underwent a sharp de- 
valuation, a lot of foreign capital 
would be withdrawn from the 
United States and its financial sta- 
bility and economic growth would 
be threatened. Besides, the high in- 
terest rates are aggravating the 
third world debt 


directly threatening the big banks 
of the United States 


Although fast economic growth 
has reduced the deficit a little this 
year, still impossible 10 reduce 
the deficit by a big margin without 
w tax increase. This problem can- 
not be tackled until the end of 
this year, for both the Republican 
and Democratic Parties do not 
want to talk about a tax increase 
in an election year. 


Both the Reagan administration 
and the US enterprises hope the 
economic growth will slacken a 
little 10 weaken the strong demande 
for money on the financial market 
and thus stabilize interest rates. In 
view of recent cconomie develop- 
ments, this hope has become more 
realistic. The Departmen! of Com- 


merce reported thar the 10 
indicators predicting future eco- 
nomic developm © been 


slowed down in June for the first 
time within the past two years, 
This is # sign of economic slacken- 
ing. Unemployment, according to 
the Department of Labour, increas- 
ed by 04 per cent from June to 
luly. The amount of moncy issued 
by the Federal Reserve Board was 
less than expected, according to re- 


port releascd on August 2. ‘This in- 
dicates that the demand for money 
on the financial market has been 
moderated and that interest rates 
will not rise again in the near fu- 
ture. The New York stock market 
has once again prospered after 
some worrics about the possible 
rise in interest rates were proved 
substaniial, “The exchange rate 
of the US dollar on the interna 
tional market has also fallen 
little. 


These signs of the slackening 
of US economic growth and the re- 
duction of inflation, deficits and 
unemplovtnent are favourable to 
President Reagan us 
economic development will not be 
free frum as tong as budget def- 
icits, interest foreign 
trade deficits remain high. 


However, 


raies and 
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Moscow 


Attempts at Mid-East Comeback 


by GONG ZHENXI 


Apne renewal of the Soviet pro- 
posal for an international 
Middle East conference indicates 
that the Soviet Union is seeking a 
comeback to the Middle East when 
the United States and Isracl are 
preoccupicd with election issues. 


The proposal, made on July 29, 
was immediately followed by visits 
of a senior Soviet official to Jor- 
dan and Lebanon. Vladimir Polia- 
Kouv, head of the Middle East De- 
partment of the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry, sought the support of 
Amman and Beirut for the Sovict 
proposal. He will reportedly tour 
other Arab countries to explain the 
Soviet idea. 


Earlier, the Sovict Union resum- 
ed its diplomatic relations with 
Egypt and agreed to supply arms 
to Kuwait and Lebanon. These So- 
vict moves show that the Russians 
are launching a fresh diplomatic of- 
fensive against US influence in the 
region. 


Since the early 1970s, the Soviet 
Union has suffered repeated set- 
backs in its rivalry with the United 
States for domination in the Mid- 
dle East. In 1972, Egypt declared 
an end to the Soviet experts’ mis- 
sion. In 1978. Egypt signed the 
Camp David accords with Isracl 
and the United) States, making 
Washington the soie sponsor of the 
Middle East negotiations. In 1981, 
Cairo expelled the Soviet ambss- 
sador. 


Israel, in its massive invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982, drove PLO 
forces out of West Beirut and 
southern Lebanon while inflicting 
heavy losses on Syrian troops sta- 
tioned in this Mediterranean state 


Seeing that the balance of power 
had tipped in favour of the United 
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States, President Ronald Reagan 
seized the occasion to announce 
his Middle East “peace plan” on 
September 1. 1982 and took steps 
to resolve the Lebanese crisis. 


The ineffectiveness of the Soviet 
Union in the face of Isracli aggres- 
sion and the US offensive aroused 
widespread discontent in the Arab 
world and resulted in a drastic de- 
cline of Soviet prestige in the re- 


But the Soviet Union did not 
resign itself to exclusion from Mid- 
dle East affairs. Since the end of 
1982, the Russians have equipped 
Syrian forces with a large amount 
of advanced weapons, which in- 
clude T-72 tanks, SAM-5 and SS-21 
missiles. 


While assisting the Syrian army 
to become stronger than it was in 
pre-Lebanese war days, the So- 
Vict Union also supported Syrian 
and left Muslim forces in Lebanon 
in their opposition to the US spon- 
sored Isracli-Lebanese troop with- 
drawal agreement. As a result, the 
Lebanese Government last March 
abolished the accord of May 17. 
1982. This disrupted the US ad- 
ministration’s first step to imple- 
ment the Reagan plan and greatly 
lowered US prestige in the Arab 
world 


The main target of the Soviet 
diplomatic offensive is the “mod 
crate” Arab countries. particular 
ly the frontline states bordering 
Isracl. The Soviet Union has 
agreed to cancel most of Cairo's 
debt to Moscow and promised to 
send back Soviet experts to resume 
aid projects 


A few days after Cairo and M 
cow resumed their diplomatic tics 
on July 7, the Russians agreed to 
sell Kuwait ground-to-ground and 
ground-to-air missiles. ~— worth 
US$320 million. The arms sale was 


made after Washington refused 10 
sell Stinger missiles to Kuwait. 


The Soviet Union has also ex- 
pressed its willingness to “arm Leb- 
anese government troops” and 
“import Lebanese products to help 
sustain Lebanon’s national ccono- 
my. 


This time, the balance of power 
seems to tip in favour of the Rus- 
sians. Taking advantage of US set- 
backs, the Soviet Union renewed 
its proposal for an international 
Middle East conference of the two 
superpowers, Egypt, Isracl, Syria. 
Jordan. Lebanon and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) 
The proposal calls for the with- 
drawal of Israeli troops from Arab 
territories occupied in 1967 and 
the establishment of a Palestinian 


state in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 
After Poliakouv’s visit to Jor- 


dan, the Soviet Union declared its 
support for the proposed establish- 
ment of a Palestinian-lordanian 
confederation. 

The United States 
rejected the Soviet proposal as 
soon as it was made. The US ad- 
ministration is reportedly revising 
the Reagan plan in an attempt to 
defeat the Soviet proposal. The 
revised Reagan Middle East plan 
is expected to be announced after 
the formation of a new Isracli gov- 
ernment or before the next sum 
mit of Arab countries. A new 
round of rivalry between the two 
superpowers has begun in the Mid- 
dle East. 


and Israel 


Marksman Xu Haiteng with the first 
Olympic gold medal ever won by 


China. 


Gymnast Ma — Yanhong, 
who tied for top place in 
the uneven bars event, re- 
ceiving her gold medal 


At the Olympics 


The victorious women's volleyball team wave to spectators as 
they receive their gold medals. 


Gymnast ti Ning during his gold 
mucus performance in the floor exer A Wepestiy sent “by lhe Cilnese68 
J Olympic Committee. It depicts a ¢ 
Zeng Guogiang about to 
win top honours in the 52- 
kg division. 


Song Xicobo, women's basketball team leader, accepts 
flowers on behalf of the Olympic delegation at a Los 
Angeles welcoming reception held by overseas Chinese. 


China's lag rises again as Luan Jujie receives 
the gold for the foil event in women's fencing. 


Weightlifter Wu Shude (centre), bantam: 
weight gold-medalist, on the victors’ podium. 


Sharpshooter Li Yuwer 
peering down the scope 
at a target. 


Song Xiaobo jumps to 
shoot as the women's 
basketball team goes on to 
win the bronze. 


pic Committee to the International 
game during the iang Dynasty. 

Wu Xicoxuan, bronze medalist in the 
women's small-bore standard rifle 
shooting, signs her autograph for o 
US spectator. 


23rd Olympics 


Chinese Athletics Entering a New Era 


China's five-star red flag was hoisted 15 times over Olympic victors’ podiums to the 
sound of the “March of the Volunteers.” For the hundreds of millions back at home, 


it was a dream come true. 


No its full-fledged 
Olympic appearance, China 
has garnered 15 golds, eight silvers 
and nine bronzes. coming behind 
the United States, Romania and 
the Federal Republic of Germany 


first’ ever, 


in the medal standings at the Los 
des Summer Games. This re 


irkable achievement has ended 
China's disappointing showing in 


modern Olympic history and 
ushered in a new chapter in the 


annals of Chinese athletics: 


Shortly after the 23rd Olympics 


got under way on July 29, Xu Hai- 
feng. a shop assistant-turned marks- 
man, made Chinese sports history 
when he clinched the 
first Olympic gold medal — which 
happened to be also the Games 
the 


sountry’s 


first —in men’s free pistol 
event with a score of 566 out of a 
possible 600 


day for China's sports.” said Juan 


“Today is a great 
Antoniv Samaranch, President of 
Olympic Com: 
mittee, as he presented the gold 
medal to Xu 


the International 


Zhang Bongtong, reputed as China's “uncanny spiker,” catches her US op- 
ponents off guard with @ shot. 


Xu's golden shooting heralded 
a winning streak for China. In 
the next few days. Chinese weight- 
lifters swept four golds in a row 
in the 52 kg, 5okg, 60 kg and 67.5 
kg categories. The appe 
the victory podium of Chen Wei- 
qiang, gold medalist in the 60-kg 
division, along with bronze me- 
dalist Tsai Wen Yee trom Taiwan 
the talk of the 


ance on 


was day an 


ng 
Chinese on both sides of the Tai- 
wan Straits and those living over 
seas 

hen two more gold medals fell 
into the hands of Xu’s teammates 
— Li Yuwei, winner of the runu 
ing game target shvoting, and Wu 
Xiaoxuan, China's firs( female 
Olympic gold medalist who won 
the small-bore — standard rifle 
shooting. 


But it was the Chinese gymnasts 
who, out of the 225-uthlete Olym- 


ht home the most 
As expected, they 
ng display of fluid 
motion, expert skills and superb 
strength in the team events, scoring 
six perfect 10s in the compulsory 
exercises and three in the optional 
s. However, due to an 
ap with the United 
compulsories. the 
Chinese teain linist 
what louked tike ac 
Li Ning, the team’s best, was edged 


put on a daz: 


exer 
unbridgeable 


States in the 


do second. tn 


Nn reaction, 


into third place in the individual 
all-round event 

Unruffled by these disappoint 
ments, the pre-Olympic i 
proved his world- 
the individual events. He spun 
flawlessly through the floor exer 
saulted gi 
on the rings and over the pommel 
horse to become China's first tri 


s calibre in 


cises and so) cefuily 


x 


Beijing Review 


ple-guld medalist. in addition to a 
silver medal on the vault. His 
teammates did well, too. Lou Yun 
grabbed an additional gold for 
China on the vault and a silver in 
the floor exercises, and Tong Fei 


came second on the horizontal bar 


At the Sixth World Cup Gym: 
Tournament in 1982, Li 
gathered six golds, and a year 
later, at the 22nd World Gymnas- 
tics Championships in Budapest 
the Chinese team over 
whelmed win the 


nastics 


men’s 
the Soviets to 
team events. 

Yet China’s Olympic gold rush 
did not stop ut men's gymnastics. 
Ma Yanhong. who steered China 
towards a bronze medal in the 
women’s team event, bagged a gold 
on the She 
followed by fencer Luan Jujie. the 
26-year-old physical 
student Nanjing, who out- 


uneven bars 


was 


education 
from 
scored Cornclia Hunisch, the Fed 
eral Republic of Germany's two: 
time world champion in the wom 
individual foil 
Asia's first woman cham: 
pion in & sport traditionally dom- 


en's event. to 


become 


inated by Europeans 

The chase for gold in diving 
took place between China and the 
United States. The superlative US 
diver Greg Louganis carried off 
the gold medal in the three-metre 
China’s 19-year-old 
Tan Liangde received the silver by 
dint of graceful acrobatic stunts 
and smooth entry 


springboard 


into the water 


Fencer Luan Jujie (lett) lunges at Federal Germany's Comelia Hanisch 


and his compatriot Li Hongping 
finished fourth, On the last day 
of the Li Kongzheng 
added a bronze in the men’s plat- 
diving to China's 


mes 


form medal 
tally, 

China's missing the gold medal 
in men’s diving was balanced by 
the victory of Zhou Jihong in the 
women’s 10-metre platform diving 
Her gold was China's only one 
in aquatic sports as well as its 
in the Summer Games. Chen Xiao 
xia. a well-known diver 
fourth in this event 


placed 


In archery, 18-year-old Li Ling- 
juan won a silver in the women's 
individual all-round competition 
with 2,559 points. Li had led the 
competition in the two 
days, but the lack of experience 


previous 


Chen Weigiang lifts o total of 262.5 kilos to win the gold in the 60-kg class 


her in 
she established « new 


finally left 
Nonetheless 
Olympic record of 694 points in 
the 30-metre 
round and chalked uy 
Olympic records in the 
double-round all-round 
60: nd 30-metre 


second p! 


women’s doul 
event, 
women s 


and 71) 


double-ror 


events 


The showdown between China 
and the 
volleyball propelled the 25rd Olviy 
pics to a climax. After &7 
packed minutes, the Chinese te 


struck gold, thi 


United States in women 


action 


reby achieving its 


‘third consceutive major iniein 
tional victory after winning the 
1981 World Cup and the 1982 
World Championships 

That victory was hard won 
though. The Chinese teain was 
considerably weakened in 1983 
when five veteran players — in 


cluding the world-class setter Su 
linfang — retired. By 
and tenacious training through tas: 
winter, however, the new 
regained its former strength. ‘The 
was amply borne out during a pr 
Olympic warm-up tour of the 
United States last April. when the 
Chinese team won all but one 

the six matches against the hos 


systenmati 


line 


tcam. 

However. the Chinese spikes 
chances were suddenly cast in 
doubt when they lost to the United 


States three sets to one in the pre- 
liminary heat. In that game, China 
sought to gain the upper hand, but 
a lack of confidence slowed it 
down and unsought-for 
errors and disarrayed teamwork. 


Not letting themselves be dis- 
couraged by the loss. the Chinese 
d their jitters, picked 
confidence and stormed 
apan and pave 
duel with the United 


players eas 
up their 
back to overcome 
the way for « 
States 


ise were a hard nut to 
fact 


they were read 


to recapture the golden crown ina 


sport they had wuled tor many 
years, and) their ambition was 
whitted by a 30 win over China 


ut the Asian Volleyball Champion 


ships last November, the first de 
feat suffered by the Chinese since 
they became the Ssian champions 
athe 178 Asian Games. But 
Japan's hopes were deshed. when 
China. using itted. rapid 
attacks and ic blocking. 
carried off the semi-finals with 


straight sets 


The rematch between China and 
the United S . no doubt, had 
numerous 


seatis pounding in. Los 
Long Beach Arena 
snd arcund TV sets elsewhere in 
the world. After a neck-and-neck 
fight, which exhibited the players” 
wisdom, determination and team- 
work, the Chinese team edged its 


Angeles 


US opponent 16-14. In the ensuing 
sets, the Americans seemed to lose 
a bit of their usual form and ap- 
peared panic-stricken, despite the 
cheering. whistling and flag-waving 
of a capacity hometown crowd. By 
contrast. the Chinese played a con- 


fident. tactical game. They com- 
bined high-power smashes and 
rapid-fire punches with a dogged, 


impregnable defence, sometimes 
making spectacular diving returns, 
and finished the game three sets 
to none. That victory made China 
the third country — after the So- 
viet Union and Japan — to consec- 
utively win women’s volleyball 
World Cup. World Champion- 
ships and Olympic gold medal. 


The achievement of the Chinese 
women’s basketball 
mixture of tears and joy. Six years 
of hard training had turned the 
m into champions at last year's 


tcam wa 


tee 
Asian Games. At the Olympic pre- 
liminary heats, it finished first with 
six wins and onc loss. This time. 
the Chinese team could have won 
a silver medal, had it not been for 
wrong tactics which led to a de- 
feat to south Korea in the semi- 
finals. The team soon found its 
range. fielded a new line-up. and 


outmanocuvred the strong. taller 
Canadian competitors to win the 
bronze 


Most frustrated of all Chinese 
athletes at the Summer Games 


Wu Xiaoruan is a study of concentration as she outshoots her opponents to 
become China's first woman Olympic gold medalist. 


was perhaps diver Li Yihua, win- 
ner at the Ninth Asian Games of 
the women’s springboard cvents. 
Outscoring all her competitors in 
the Olympic preliminary heats, she 
was well on her way towards a 
gold medal. But her nervousness 
got the better of her ir the finals. 
and she came fourth 


The Chinese were out of the 
running in most swimming and 
track and field events. But com- 
peting in the Olympics proved a 
rewarding experince. And truly, 
China’s progress in some of these 
Mulati, a 
Uygur. clocked China’s new 100- 
metre freestyle swimming record 
at 52.21 seconds when competing 
in the men’s 4100 metre freest 
Ding lilian, 21, became 
China's first to break the one 
minute barrier in the women’s 190: 
metre Freestyle event with a time 
of 59.11 seconds. And Shen Jian- 
qiang from Shanghai rewrote the 
national record for 200- 
metre freestyle. 


events was impressive 


le 


men's 


China’s major upset came when 
Zhu Jianhua, the holder of the 
world high jump record, finished 
third with a jump of 2.31 metres 
't was his jitters that sank him, 
underlining the importance for all 
China's athletes to overcome the 
psychological burden if good re- 
sults are to be achieved in major 
international competitions. How- 
ever, his bronze was China's only 
medal in the track and field events 


Making their debut in a major 
international event, the women's 
handball team pocketed a bronze 
medal with two wins. one draw 
and two losses. The team had a 
15-15 draw in the first half of the 
game against gold-winning Yugo- 
slavia but lost the second half be- 
cause of exhaustion. The bronze 
is still worth celebrating, how- 
ever, as the team is still young. 


The experience gained at the 
Olympics will, no doubt. provide 
impetus not only for China’s 
handball team but for the nation’s 
entire sporting world a 
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Reform Revitalizes Jiaotong University 


by Ll YONGZENG 


Our Correspondent 


LARGE-SCALE educational 

reform, which began in 1979, 
has rejuvenated the 88-year-old 
Shanghai Jiaotong University. 


In the reform, Jiaotong Univer- 
sity has promoted many talented 
people to important leading posi- 
tions. Associate Professor Du 
Yiren of the university's computer 
research institute is one example. 
He was the head of a laboratory 
staffed by 11 teachers and four 
workers. Since its establishment 
in 1978, the laboratory has com- 
pleted 18 scientific research proj- 
cets and published more than 100 
academic reports. It had earned 
1.55 million yuan for the univer- 
sity by selling its research results 
to production units 


Du paid great attention to work 
efficiency. He told his colleagues 
that time is of vital importance to 
people studying computer science, 
and that to waste time means to 
lose one’s advantages. Under his 
leadership. everyone in the la- 
boratury had a pressing timetable. 
Du not only demanded much from 
others, he set a good example him- 


self. He never wasted a single 
minute. 

Now. the laboratory leads the 
country in computer science. Du’s 


outstinding contributions could not 
be nygleeted. The — university 
authurities decided to promote him 
to deputy director of the computer 
research institute. 


Another two examples are Chen 
Chu and He Yousheng. Both newly 
promoted, they are capable and 
willing to take on responsibilities 
They changed somewhat the out- 
look of their respective depart- 
ments soon after they were pro- 
moted. 
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In order to give more people a 
chance to fully use their talents, 
Jiaotong University conducted an 
opinion poll concerning 13 depart- 
ment or research institute direc- 
torships. The candidates most 
favoured by the people were then 
appointed by the — university 
authorities. 


In these departments and_ re- 
search institutes, all deputies were 
appointed by the directors. In the 
past, they had also been appointed 
by the university authorities. As 
a result, the directors and deputy 
directors have been co-operating 
well. 


Decentralizing Power 


People must have power com- 
mensurate with their posts in order 
to do a good job. fiaviong Univer 
sity has restructured its teaching 
and research managemeni by de- 
centralizing power. In this way 
enthusiasm throughout the univer- 
sity has been enhanced 


In the past, the responsibility tor 
organizing teaching was held by 
the university authorities, and a 
department director had to report 
to them on every matter. however 
small it may be. The new ma 
agement system allows the depart- 
ment director to take full respons: 
bility for the teaching in his or 
her department 
the right to draw up 
plan according to 
tions. the right to or 


ers 10 compile or select teaching 


He or she has 


teaching 
ted regula: 


materials, to hire teachers, to 
establish study groups in new 
disciplines within the — depart- 


ment and to permit teachers 10 
accept work outside the university 
as long as they continue to fulfil 
their duties at Jiaotong. 


In the past. the names of instru 
tors were first put forward by the 


related teaching and research sec- 
tions. and then appointed by the 
Dean's Office. The department 
directors had no right to select 
teachers and could not take the 
responsibility for ensuring teaching 
quality. But since 1983. a new 
hiring sysiem has been used. At 
the beginning of every term the 
department directors hold a meci- 
ing where they put forward the 
names of the teachers they wish 
to hire to the related teaching and 
research sections. Having secured 
the agreement of the 
themselves. the department dirce- 
tors may p 
ment. Hf there suitable 
choices in the university. | 
partment directors may engage 
teachers from outside, Some of 
the teachers who are net good at 
their jobs will be transferred 
are working turd to im 
prove so thai they may be given 


teachers 


issue Teticrs of & 


reno 


ede: 


Some 


leaching jobs tater 


In the past. the funds tor scien: 
rolted by 
various 

need: 


plans bon 


tifie 
the 
units in the 
ed only te draw up 


were con 
The 
university 


research 
university 


research projects and apply tu the 
authorities for money te buy equip: 
As a result. the fund ran 
sonietimes as 


ment 
a deficit every your 
much us 150 per cent 


In 1985. the university 


arch ‘lieector 


department and res 
the power to approve 
and every un 
fixed budget 
favourable 
first time 


pendinuyes 
i 


was allocates 
Consequently. ihere 
halanee for 


was the 


Breaking the “Public Pot” 


The major aim of ihe reforms 
at Jiaotong University is to smash 
i “iron rice bowl.” and eliminate 
the practice of “everyone eating 
frum the same big public pot.” 


1) 


The “iron rice bowl" means that 
because all the teachers and staff 
in the university were assigned by 
the state. the university has no 
to fire or transfer them. 
they do not violate the 
Because there is no normal 
flow of personnel, the staff is too 
and) many contradictions 
arise. For instance, the university 
had only 3,000 students in 1980. 
but there were 4,300 teachers and 
stall The most serious 
problem was that there were very 


right 


as long a 


large 


members. 


few young teachers 


The “big public pot” means 
asltias in distribution, 
wring performance. Although 


tute has raised the teachers” 


several times in’ recent 
years, the enthusiasm of the 
ehers has not been aroused because 


tyone gets pay hikes and the 


salaries 


teu- 


ane amount of bonuses regardless 
Those 
work harder and with better 


his or her contribution 


coults pet nothing extra 


The first step in the reform was 
© introduce a normal 
According to the needs 
university, the leaders have 


flow ol 
personnel 
of the 
allowed more than 300 people te 
be transferred to other units. At 


the same time. th 


zy have selected 


ind recruited a large number of 


St 


aduutes and some specialists 
jous disciplines, and assigned 
tiem tw teaching posts 


i va 


the second step was to reform 
The university 
vas drafted rules and promotion 
jatiens for the teachers. Only 
hose who follow them can get 
promoted and pay rises. In this 
. the principle of “to each ac- 
vording to his work” has been bet- 


ihe wage system 


+ implemented. For instance, 
there were 34 associate professors, 
ach earning 133 yuan a month 

xe they have different salaries: 
the fowest is 160 yuan and the 
highest 208 yuan. A few people 
ve made excellent contri 
sutions had their salaries raised by 


ho 


Wire grades at one time 


Now. those who work more 


Associate Professor Du Yiren (left) and three members of the computer 


research institute. 


carnestly, are more competent and 


make greater contributions can 


carn more money. This reform has 
brought about a kind of competi- 
tion and aroused the enthusiasm of 


the teachers and staff 


Work to Meet China's 
Needs 


China's institutions of higher 
learning are centres both of teach 
ing and scientific research. Jiaotong 
University has a large number of 
talented people among its students 
and staff 
research projects 


Some of the scientific 
undertaken have 
approached the world’s highest 
levels 


leads the 
Since 


The university now 
country in 37 disciplines 
1978. 152 


taken by the university 


rest 


arch projects under- 
have wor 
state and municipal awards for ma- 
jor breakthroughs in science and 
technology. In 1983. the univer: 
sity assigned 725. research 
items, 36 of which were completed 
within the year. That 11.22 


million yuan was allotted for scien- 


was 


year 


tific research, a three-fold increase 
over 1980. 


careful in 
work to the 


Jiaotong University 


rch 


gearing its re: 
needs of society, using the sctentil- 
ic results to improve economic ef- 


leets. The university even estab- 


lished a department of technical 


service to do work entrusted by 


society 


Teachers who de not have 


enough to keep them busy at the 
university are encouraged to lec 
In the three 


ture outside years 


from 1979 to 1981, these teachers 
lectured a total of 35,000 hours in 
and 


other universities. colleges 


enterprises 


Many teachers have 
asked by 


dertake rescarch proyect 


other wits fo un: 
work on 
applications of scientific research 
experiments and 
tests and give technical guidance 
From 1978 to 1983, the university 
12.24 million 
vorth of scientific research proj 
and 6.89 
technological service projects 
university's 54 laboratories per 
formed about 10.000 experiments 
and tests for more than 2,000 units 


throughout the country. For in- 


results. conduct 


undertook yuan 


vets million yuan in 


The 


stance, welsnology 


developed by the university was 


applied in the Shanghai No. 3 
Vacuum Flask Factory, production 


since a new 


in the factory has gone 
siderably. Now it is able to pro- 
duce 150.000 stainless steel vacuum 
flasks a year for export 


up con- 


More than 
which 


1,000 hydraulic cou 
piers were developed by 
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the university, have been produced 
and used throughout the country 
As a result, 100 million kwh of 
ectricity can be saved a year. 


The university has entered into 
co-operation with a glass fibre 
reinforced plastic factory set up by 
a production brigade in Shangyu 
County, Zhejiang Province. and 
sent a teacher to be the factory 
director in charge of technology. 
As a result, several products from 
the factory have led the country 
in quality, and the factory itself 
has been designated tw produce 
goods for export 


Gearing to the needs of society 
gives more work to the university 
and improves the quality of teach- 
ing. It can also promote the devel- 
opment of new areas in science 
For instance. the research and 
design work for the large passenger 
catamare’ sed aston the coast 
and the Srengli No. 2 drilling rig 
for shallow seas have brought to- 
gether four departments and cight 
scientific branches, forming a 
strong contingent able to handle 
shipbuilding and = marine — en- 
gincering projects. On this basis 
the university established a 
Marine engineering department 


The research into power genera- 
tion with biogas produced in a 
sewage treatment plant and the 
uses of remnant heat © brought 


together several disciplines ina 
de 


tment and o research institute 
and promoted the study of hiologi- 
cal energy 


Now, eight new disciplines, sev 
en trans-departmental committees 
and 11 institutes have 
been established at Jiaotong Uni- 
versity. Sixty per cent of the 
university's research equipment 
has been bought with income from 
providing services. 


research 


More Training 


teaching students ace 
aptitude, and has tried out many 


ding to ther 
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reforms for training students who 
have good grasp of a wide-range 
of subjects and can adapt to the 
needs of their future work. These 
reforms have achieved satisfactory 
results. 


The credit and tutorial systems 
have been introduced. Jiaotong 
y formerly used an 
academic-year teaching system and 
tanght students according to a uni- 
fied plan. ignoring the students’ 
differences in basic knowledge and 
ability. By drawing on the ex- 
periences of other countri liao- 
tong tried out the credit system in 
1979. 


A student must carn a set num- 
of credits. of which 80 per cent 
must be in his or her major. In 
thy way. the student ts Jeft with 
20 per cent of his or her time to 
take selective courses and expand 
his or her horizons. Those who are 
more competent can graduate 
ahead of time. 


In the third and fourth years. 
every 10 or 15° students are as: 
signed # tutor. The students pro- 
ceed with their studics under 
tutors’ guidance. thus having more 
chances to fully develop their 
strong points. 


The university is also. singling 
out outstanding students for special 
training. Selections take place in 
the first year. In the third year. 
those who were selected in the first 
round but could not keep up are 
eliminated, and those who were 
not selected but have done well 
ever since are recruited. 


The university draws up 
special teaching plan for these 
outstanding students, divides them 
into several groups according to 
the courses they take. assigns them 
tutors and provides them with 
special foreign languaye training 
Since 1980. many outstanding 
students have been trained this 
Among those selected from 


way. 


the specialty of applicd physics. 
cight have passed examinations to 
become postgraduates under 
Samuel C. C. Ting and Tsung-dao 
Lee. both Nobel Prize nei 


Yo ensure students entering Jiao- 
tong University have a good grasp 
of what they learnt in middle 
school, the university has estab 


lished contacts with 34 key middle 
and 


schvols in nine provinces 
iti throughout the cow 
“very year, principals of 
middle schools are invited Ww 
the university lor a miecting. 
The university has als trained 
teachers for these schools. and pro- 
vided them with teaching aids, 
books and assistance in scientific 
and technological activities 


these 


Jiaotong University requires all 
its students to study — foreign 
languages. computers and. experi- 
mental techniques throughout their 
four years 


In foreige language training. 
while primary attention is given to 
reading. listening and oral practice 
are not neglected. The university 
also has combined the teaching of 
guages with the teach- 
ing of major courses 


Teaching materials for expert 
ments are kept separate from the 
theoretical Independent 
experimentation classes ar offered, 
including ectronies 
technology, engineering and caleu 
lati This strengthens the stu 
dents’ practical abilities 


courses 


those for ¢| 


uding am 


Computers Cine 
processors) are used in more than 
100 courses for data pre 
analysis and 
They have also b. 
periments and graduation projects. 


‘The system of elimination is also 


carried out in carnest. In the 1982- 
ar. 13 students were 


essing. 
ning. 
noused in ex 


auviliany de 


83 academic y 


dismussed from thy univers’ 
cause they did ao examina 
tions mt four cs vother 26 
were asked to ny. the year’s 
work. 

| 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 


Mental Change for 
from “GONGREN RIBAO” 
(Workers’ Daily) 


Heber 


few 


l N_ Lixian County of 
Provinces it is only a 
the institution of 
enterprises, 
changes brought about in people's 
mentality is astounding 


years 
small 


since 


town vet the 


the 
great cmphasis on investment in 
education and 


Firstly county has placed 
school 


thar 


improving 


conditions, with the result 


schools in many villages have taken 


on an altogether new look. A 
brigade of the Baicht Commune 
spent 8.000 yuan making de: 

and chairs; another brigade from 


Xinxing Commune poured 400,000 


yuan into the construction of a 


Today’s Peasants 


twostorey school building, with 
bright. spacious classrooms and 
offices, new desks and chairs, and 


4 complete 


ties 


rray of sports facili- 
Vhe teachers here enjoy a 
handsome monthly salary, as well 
as extra bonuses at the end of the 
year 


Secondly. in their bid 
common prosperity, the people of 
Lixian County have not forgotten 
to help those in the community 
who 


for 


are less well-off 


Li Xiaowa rose two yeurs ago to 
become one of the richest persons 
in the village by running an as- 
phalt felt factory with his two sons 
However, in his village there were 
three peasants who had developed 
a bad habit of gambling in the 10 


A peasant technical schoo! built with the money pooled by the local 
peasants themselves in Hebei Province. 


chaotic years. Soon afterwards. 
their families fell into severe eco: 
nomic straits. Li, as a Communist 
Party member, couldn't their 
plight’ with folded so he 
urged the three “gamblers” 


see 
arms, 


to join 


With Li's help, they were soon 
able to mend their 
and work — hard 
certed efforts contributed to 


ways 
Their eon 
the 
success of the factory, which ex- 
perienced a boom in production 
Since the enterprise was 
formed. each of them has carned 
6.000 yuan. with which they paid 
off their debts. built 


houses and got mirried 
The 33-year-old 7 

Wenfang speci: 

woollen yarn. In 1983, the income 


joint 


heavy new 


Ma 


spinning 


spain 
izes 


he earned from agriculture and 
his sideline occupation shot up to 
ever 30,000 yuan. When the people 
extended their regards to the army 


men and martyrs’ family members 


he volunigered to contribute | O00 
yuan, saying, “We are rich sow, 
but we mustn't forget the fighters 
safeguarding the motherland.” 


Vhe third chy the county 
is that no longer do people keep 
for themselves any lost property 
that they find, but instead they try 
to find 
possible 


age in 


the owners as quickly as 


In the Ninxing brigade 
isn't a single criminal. Seeretary 
of the Party branch Yan Jianzhany 
once said in a humour, “The door 
of prison doesn’t open to our Nin 


xing peasants. 


there 


A poverty-stricken wontan used 
secretly to take her 
corn, millet. cotton or vegetables 


home with 
when she knocked off from the 
fields. And whenever she called 
her neighbours, she would try 
tu make off with something 


Today's prosperous life has en 
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abled her to overcome her 
“hobby.” One day last year on 
the road, she picked up a purse 
with 168 yuan in it. Handing it 
over to the brigade cadre, she 
said, “Gone for ever are the miser- 
able days and I've also turned 
over a new leaf. I should return 
the money to its owner.” 


In 1982, two peasants in the 
Wujiaying brigade found a 6,000- 
yuan cheque. Judging from the 
seal, they decided the cheque must 
belong to the county seed station, 
so they went immediately to the 
station and returned the cheque 
to the cashier. 


Banning III Manners in Sports Matches 


from "RENMIN RIBAO” 
(People’s Doily) 


N the Great Wall Cup Interna- 
tional Football Tournament 
concluded recently in Beijing, the 
SW Waldhof Mannheim team of 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
won the tournament trophy by a 
margin of one goal over the China 
national A team, 


At the closing ceremony, the 
ebullient German team members 
rushed towards the spectator stand, 
warmly greeting the audience and 
tossing their vests over to them. 


But the sad fact is that they were 
answered by soft-drink bottles and 
pieces of bread thrown by a few 
trouble-makers, whose acts not 
only caused alarm among the guest 
team members, but also wrecked 
the spirit of the tournament. 


When announcing the best ath- 
letes list, the host teams were greet- 
ed with’ thunderous applause, 
whereas the guest teams were 
given only a sparse acknowledge- 
ment. 


Although everybody desires 
to see the team of his own 
country to win in the international 
sports event, it is still common 
sense that when exchanging cx- 
perience and discussing skills, all 
athletes are afforded a precious op- 
portunity in the games to promote 
understanding and enhance friend- 
ship. 


Those wrong-doers seemed to 
think their actions to be “heroic,” 
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or full of “patriotism.” Actually 
they robbed China of its dignity 


and brought disgrace on them- 
selves. 


As soccer fans, and more im- 
portantly, as representatives of the 
host country, they should extend 
their congratulations to all, cham- 
pions and runners-up, winners and 
losers. Not only the spectators, 
but the whole of our mass media 
—the newspapers, radio stations 
and TV networks— should carry 
on the fine tradition of the Chinese 
nation, exhibiting friendship of 
the people of socialist China to all 
overseas athletes. 


She Found Her Mother-in-Law at Last 


from "ZHONGGUO FUNU” 
(Women of China) 


NE day in October 1981, an 

old woman, with a dull look 
in her eyes, dishevelled hair and 
ragged clothes, staggered along an 
out-of-the-way street in Zhumadian, 
Henan Province. Suddenly a 30- 
year-old woman ran up to her and 
held her by the arm and said with 
tears of joy in her eyes, “Mother, 
I've found you at last. 1 am your 
daughter-in-law. Your son Hong- 
tao asked me to bring you home.” 


The young woman was Chen 
Fengying, a worker at the No. 49 
Engineering Company run by the 
Ministry of Coal Industry in the 
city of Handan, Hebei Province. 
She did not know that her husband 
Zhang Hongtao had an_ insane 
mother when they got married. 


It happened like this. Hongtao 
was only a little boy when his 
mother suffered from psychosis 
and left home. He had not heard 
from her for more than 30 years. 
But in 1981, he received a letter 
from his maternal aunt. who told 
him that his mother was still alive 
and living somewhere in Henan. 
What could he do about 
it? Of course ‘he wanted his 
mother back so that he could take 
good care of her; but on second 
thoughts, he was afraid that his 


wife might not agree. To his sur- 
prise, Fengying went voluntarily to 
Henan to search for her mother- 
in-law when she learnt of the si- 
tuation, for she thought of her 
husband’s mother as her own. 


From that time on, Fengying 
took good care of her mother-in- 
law. As the old woman could not 
control herself, she sometimes re- 
fused to eat, and sometimes poured 
water onto the stove. She cven 
beat Fengying and her grandchild- 
ren for no reason. However, 
Fengying never lost patience. She 
lived frugally and put aside money 
each month to buy nutritious food 
for the old lady. For instance, she 
used the money her husband gave 
her for a wristwatch to buy 
medicine for her mother-in-law. 


After her deeds were made 
known, she reccived many letters 
from workers, peasants, students 
and PLA men throughout the coun- 
try. Some of them sent medicines, 
prescriptions and souvenirs. A 
young man, whose wife had a 
mental disorder just two years 
after the marriage, said in his 
letter, “Your example has taught 
me a lot. | have given up my 
wrong wish to divorce my wife. I 
have made up my mind to learn 
from you and to take good care 
of her so that she may recover 
carlier.” 
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CULTURE 


AND_ SCIENCE 


Artist Explores Ancient Highway 


This spring a painter and his 
friend walked 400 kilometres 
through the Ziwu Hills on the 
border of Gansu and Shaanxi Prov- 
inces, exploring the remains of 
the long-lost “Straight: Highway” 
built by the first emperor to unite 
China. 

lin Zhilin, 33. who has studied 
the history and geography of the 
Straight Highway for years, is sur- 
veying the remaining sections of 
the road, which fell into disrepair 
more than a century ago. It is a 
time-consuming task, since no rec- 
ords exist of the main route’s 
exact location. Since 1978, he has 
ulso explored two ancient roads 
believed to have some connection 
with the Straight Highway 


The original Straight Highway. 
which was built between 212 B.C 
and 210 B.C. by Qin Shi Huang 
(259-210 B.C.), first emperor of the 
Qin Dynasty, for moving a large 
army to attack enemies, stretched 
700 kilometres from the emperor's 
military headquarters at Linguang 
Palace in Yunyang (Present Chun- 
hua County) northwest of n to 
an ancient town west of Baotou 
in Inner Mongolia. Long after its 
completion. it was travelled heavi- 
ly by armies and merchants and 
even up to the Ging Dynasty (1644- 
1911) played an important part in 
the defence of China's northern 
frontier and in linking various m 
nority peoples. 


The road got its name from its 
straightness. When ap- 
proaching a mountain or river, the 
builders did not seck a detour but 
pushed right on ahead —a policy 
that required tremendous human 
efforts to accomplish. As @ result, 
some people have called the 
Straight Highway another wonder 


relative 
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of the world and compare it to the 
Great Wall. 


Jin not only painted and describ- 
ed his journey but took 800 photo- 


Prevention and Cure of Cervical 


Chinese scientists have made 
great achievements in the preven- 
tion and cure of cervical cancer. 
This is evidenced by their inven- 
tion of a method to cure this 
disease — by inserting a cone made 
of three me il herbs into the 
cervix 


After verification, this method. 
safe and simple, has proved to be 
one of the most effective so far to 
cure cervical cancer in the early 
stages. In the last 10 years, 200 
patients suffering {rom cervical 
cancer have received clinical treat- 
ment by this method. All have 
been completely cured, and 144 
have remained in good condition 
during the five to 10 years follow- 
ing the operation. 


To prevent and cure this dise: 
so harmful to women’s health 
China has in recent years conduct- 
ed general checkups and treatment 


in both urban and rural areas. 
This has not only effectively 
reduced the incidence of the 


disease and the mortality rate. but 
has also helped to bring under 
control the incidence of late stage 
cervical cancer. 


Jingan County, located in Jiang- 
xi's northwest mountainous areas, 
is one of several regions with a 
high incidence of cervical cancer 
‘The Jiangxi Provincial Women’s 


graphs as well. His survey is ex- 
pected to provide valuable material 
for students of the Qin Dynasty 
and to promote the ancient high- 
Way as a tourist site 


Cancer 


Health Centre and the Jiangxi In- 
stitute for the Prevention and Cure 
of Cancer have listed it as a key 
county for general checkups and 
treatment, They have helped the 
county establish an institute for 
prevention and cure of cervical 
cancer, and have trained more 
than 30 doctors, physicians and 
laboratory assistants to check and 
treat gynecological ailments. 

Since 1974, the county has been 
giving free checkups to married 
women over 30 every other year, 
and has offered free treatment, in- 
cluding hoth surgery and herbal 
medicine, to sufferers from cervical 
cancer 

Qi Chuanmei, who was diagnoz- 
ed as suffering from the early 
stage of the disease in 1978, was 
successfully treated by inserting a 
cone of herbal medicine into her 
cervix. After complete recovery 
she gave birth to a boy in 1980, 


According to the statistics re- 


leased by Jingan County this 
June, compared with 1975, the 
incidence of the disease has 


dropped by 70.83 per cent, the 
mortality rate by 74.88 per cent 
and 108 out of 334 women suffer- 
ers have been cured. Meanwhile. 
the county has treated more than 
20,000 cases of cervical polyp, 
cervicitis and other gynecological 
ailments. 
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BOOKS 


Minority Peoples Series 


by HU JUN 


The Minority Peoples Series (in 
Chinese), a large group of books 
on the history and current politics, 
economics and culture of China's 
35 minority groups, offers basic in- 
formation on China's more than 
100 ininority 
and the great achievements of 
revolution and construction over 
the three decades and a half since 
liberation. 


This series includes volumes on 
China's Minority Peoples, A Col- 
lection of Concise Histories of 
China's Minorities, A Collection of 
Concise Records of — China's 
Minority Languages. A General 
Survey of China's Minority Auton- 
omous Arcas and A Collection of 
Survey Materials of — China's 
Minority Society and History. The 
series, altogether more than 300 
volumes. is expected to be com- 
pleted before the end of 1983 
China's Minority Peoples was 
published by the People’s Publish- 
ing House in 1981. Fifty-eight 
volumes from the other four collee- 
tions have also been published 


autonomous areas 


China has 56 ethnic groups. 
with the Hans accounting for 93.3 
per cent of the one billion popula- 
tion. Although the other groups 
have a small population, they are 
distributed over approximately 50 
to 60 per cent of China’s territory. 
mostly in border areas. 


Before liberation, there were 
great differences in the social and 
economic structures of China’s 


The author is a leading member of 
the editorial board of the Minority 
Peoples Series. the State Nationaliti: 
Affairs Commission 


August 20, 1984 


ethnic groups. There were soc 
with the marks of a pri 
mune system, slave societies, feu- 
dal serfdom and [cudal socicties. 
Together they formed a li 
tory of social development. His: 
torically, oppression created a 
wide gap between the Hans and 
the minority peoples. The majority 


had very little idea about the 
minorities. 
Since the founding of New 


China, the Communist Party and 
the people’s government have pur 
sued a policy of equality and unity 
for all nationalities, implementing 
minority regional autonomy and 
helping minorities develop their 
economy and culture. But in order 
to do this well, it is essential to 
know and understand the various 
peoples’ 
their present lives. 


minority histories and 


Beginning from the early 1950s, 
the central people's government 
and local governments at various 
levels organized a series of in- 
vestigations and studies in areas 
inhabited by minority peoples. 
Specialists in ethnology. linguistics, 
and history took part. In 1956 an 
investigation of the minority areas 
was sponsored by the relevant 
state organizations and scientific 
institutes. About 1,000 people took 
part. divided into 16 teams. Soon 
afterwards, the first drafts of 
Concise Histories of Minorities, 
Records of Minorities 
General Survey of the 


Concise 
and A 
Nutunomous Areas were pul 
together, based on the materials 
gathered. But before they had 
time to be formally published, the 
“cultural revolution” began and 
the work was stopped 


After the Third Plenary Session 
of the Ith Central Committee of 
the CPC m 1978, under the aegis 
of the State Nationalities Affairs 
Commission and with new mem 
bers added to the original editorial 
board, work on the series resumed 
The volumes published so far have 
received a warn welcome from a 
broad spectrum: of readers, es 
pecially the minority ones. 


Main Points of the Series 
China's Minority Peoples. The 
first comprehensive study of Chi 
na’s minority peoples since the 
founding of New China, it out 
lines the overall situation — of 
various minorities in China, in- 
cluding the policy of the state and 
the Party towards them. It reviews 
the formation und development of 
a unified, multi-national China, 
und the great achievements made 
in this field since liberation. 
| illustrations and more than 
photos complement — the 
300,000 words of the text. 


Using up-to-date — information 
from minorities research and re- 
cent archacological materials, the 
book reflects the current standards 
of Chinese scholarship. (Beijing 
Review published a brief introduc 
tion in issue No. 41, 1981) 


A Collection of Concise Histories 
of China's Minorities. ‘The first 
comprehensive work ever publish- 
ed on the history of China's 
minority people, cach of its 53 
volumes covers one ethnic group. 
Thirteen volumes have already 
been published, dealing with the 
Manchus, Huis, Zhuangs, Shes, 
Gaoshans. Lis, Salars, Tus, Yaos, 
Oroquens. Tajiks, Jingpos and 
Lisus. 


Tracing history from remote 
antiquity to the founding of New 
China, the work recounts the 
origins and the formation of each 
group, then introduces its social 
and economic structure and its 
activities through time. Subjects 
such as the exploitation and devel- 
opment of local resources, and the 
contributions the group has made 
to Chinese history and culture are 
discussed. Special accounts are 
given of the revolutionary strug- 
gles of various ethnic groups in 
modern times to resist class op- 
pression at home and aggression 
from abroad. Each volume is 
completed by a distribution map 
of the group in question, photos, 
chronological tables and an index 
ot reference books. 


This set of books will be 
distributed by the China Book 
Company, and the people's publish- 
ing houses of the autonomous 
regions and provinces where the 
minorities are located. 


A Collection of Concise Records 
of China’s Minority Languages. 
Fifty-seven books will cover the 
language of each minority group, 
plus two for those with different 
dialects. Twenty volumes have 
been published so far. They record 
the languages of the Bouyis, 
Zhuangs, Dongs, Dais, Tus, 
Qiangs. Lis, Daurs, Dongxiangs, 
Shuis, Maonans, Yaos, Yugurs, 
Gelaos, Tibets, Drungs, Mongo- 
lians, Baoans, Pumis and Mulaos. 
Each 100,000-word book is based 
mainly on experts’ on-the-spot in- 
vestigations and studies, with the 
opinions of the minority cadres 
and peoples taken into considera- 
tion. 


Every book begins with a 
general introduction to the use of 
the language by an ethnic group, 
the branch and sub-branch of the 
language, its characteristics and its 
relations with similar languages. 
The book goes on to introduce the 
language’s phonetics, vocabulary, 
grammar, dialects and writing, 


26 


through a series of charts. Some 
volumes shed light on how the 
languages developed and evolved 
with the help of the Party and the 
government after liberation. 


This set of books will be 
published by the Beijing Minorities 
Publishing House. 


A General Survey of China's 
Minority Autonomous Areas. 
These 116 books will cover each of 
the five autonomous regions, 31 
autonomous prefectures, and 80 
autonomous counties. Four vol- 
umes have been published so far 
—General Introduction to the 
Inner Mongolian Autonomous 
Region, General Introduction to 
the Oroquen Banner (Inner Mon- 
golia), General Introduction to the 
Co-operative Tu Autonomous 
County (Qinghai), and General 
Introduction to the Mengchun Hui 
Autonomous County (Hebei). 


This collection is a special ref. 
erence set surveying China's 
minority autonomous areas, ex- 
plaining the policies of the Party 
and the government towards 
minorities and recounting the 
revolution and 
the autonomous 
areas since the founding of New 
China. It covers topics such as 
administrative natural 
resources, population distribution, 
historical govern- 
mental trans- 
formation, and cultural and cco- 
Religious 
beliefs, social customs and local 


achievements of 
construction of 


divisions, 


development, 
structures, social 


nomic achievements. 
scenic spots and historical sites are 
also included. Every book con- 
tains illustrations, photos, and a 
map of the autonomous region in 
the front. Some also have chrono- 
logical tables attached to the back. 


This collection is being cdited 
at institutions in various auton- 
omous areas and published in 
these areas or by provincial peo- 
ple’s publishing houses. 


A Collection of Survey Materials 
of China’s Minority Society and 
History. This collection is also 
divided according to the different 
minorities. Eighteen of its vol- 
umes, on the Lisus, Nus., Lahus, 


(two volumes), Bulangs (two 
volumes), Benglongs, Naxis, Bais, 
Xishuangbanna Dais (five vol- 
umes), Vas, Miaos and Yaos, 
Hanis and Achangs have been 


published together with Rural In- 
vestigation of Southern Xinjiang 
(Uygur) and A Collection of In- 
scriptions on Stone Tablets of the 
Guangxi Minorities 


Unfortunately, these materials 
are not completely accurate or 
comprehensive because of the limi- 
tations of conditions in the 50s 
and early 60s, when most of the 
information was collected. But 
they are useful research tools. 
Every book has «population 
distribution map and photos re- 
flecting people's lives. 


The actual writing and editing 
of these books is generally done 
by the scholars, specialists and 
minority researchers who per- 
sonally took part in on-the-spot 
investigation and sorted through 
the materials. These books will be 
published and distributed by the 
publishing houses of the region or 
province where the minority group 
is located 
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ART PAGE 


Sculptures by 
Zhang Runkai 


Edgar Snow in China. 


Born in 1933 in Beijing, Zhang 
Runkai is now working as a pro- 
fessional sculptor at the sculpture 
studio of the Central Academy of Fine 
Arts in Beijing. 

Most of his works depict ordinary 
labourers, and he is constantly search- 
ing for Chinese styles of expression 


A Beijing Opera Character A Lumberman. 
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